
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Presentations 
 
Prof. Arthur Cools 
(Misguided) Transcendence and the 
Imagination of Sacrifice 
 
Prof. Vivian Liska 
Law and Sacrifice in Kafka and his Readers 
 
Prof. Wolfgang Palaver 
Sacrifice and the Origin of Law 
 
Dr. Frederiek Depoortere 
Is it the Law or Worse? René Girard on 
Violence, the Law and the Failure of 
Christianity 
 
Dr. Marco Goldoni 
Political Theology and Sacrifice: A Critique of 
the Role of Constitutional Law 
 
Dr. Brian W. Nail 
Dwelling upon Mount Moriah: Deconstruction 
and Sacrifice in an Age of Austerity” 
 
 
For more details visit: 
legaltheorylux.tumblr.com 
 
 
 

 

Tuesday, 27 May and  
Wednesday, 28 May 2014 
 
Tuesday, 27 May 2014 
Sessions 1 and 2 
12.00 pm  to 7.00 pm 
Lunch Provided 
 
Wednesday, 28 May 2014 
Session 3 
10.00 am to 1.00 pm 
 
Location 
University of Luxembourg 
Weicker Building 
Room D 320 (3rd floor) 
4, rue Alphonse Weicker 
L-2721 Luxembourg 
 
Language 
English 
 
Registration 
- The conference is free. 
- Space is limited. 
- Registration by e-mail to fdef-colloques@uni.lu  
   (specifying name and institution) 
 
Contact 
Nadja Risch 
Tel: +352 46 66 44 6619 
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Conference in Law: 

Law and Sacrifice: An Interdisciplinary Exploration of the Sacrificial Dynamics of Law 

Tuesday, 27 May and Wednesday, 28 May 2014 
 

 

This interdisciplinary conference will explore the 
sacrificial dynamics of law through a discussion of 
the ways that sacrifice has been represented, 
theorized, and oftentimes challenged in modern 
literature as well as in contemporary philosophical 
and theological discourse. In the modern era, 
sacrifice has been understood in numerous, often 
contradictory, ways. As a crucial concept within the 
literary, religious, and legal imagination of Western 
culture, sacrifice has been equated with acts of 
altruism, resignation, and compromise that 
nevertheless bear an ineluctable relationship to 
experiences of tragic suffering, deprivation, and 
ultimately violence. In theory and in practice, the 
function of law in society may be regarded as a 
sacrificial activity: mediating between competing 
claims to justice, the decision making process of 
adjudication, and the maintenance of political and 
social order through the threat of punitive sanctions, 
are all actions which may be associated with the 
notion of sacrifice. And yet, due to the seemingly 
synonymous relationship between sacrifice and 
violence on the one hand, or sacrifice and religion on 
the other, legal scholars are often reluctant to 
acknowledge the sacrificial logic of the modern 
judicial system. 

 

A more nuanced and thoroughgoing examination of 
the concept of sacrifice is necessary in order for 
legal philosophy to excavate the sacrificial dynamics 
of its own fundamental principles and practices. 
Fortunately, much of this work has been 
accomplished by scholars working in fields that are 
often neglected by legal theorists. Anthropological, 

sociological, and philosophical studies of sacrifice 
from influential scholars such as Henri Hubert and 
Marcel Mauss, Émile Durkheim, and more recently 
the work of Walter Burkert, René Girard and 
Jacques Derrida, have provided differing accounts of 
the origins and role of sacrifice in human life. This 
conference will explore the extent to which these 
varying theories of sacrifice may give rise to diverse 
ways of revealing, critiquing, and perhaps 
reconfiguring the sacrificial logic of the law. 

 

For the purposes of this conference, law and its 
socio-economic function may be approached from 
numerous perspectives including legal, political, 
literary, and religious studies. Among other important 
issues related to law and sacrifice, this conference 
will seek to address the following questions: 

 

• How do modern efforts to define, represent, 
or theorize sacrifice influence our 
understanding of the purpose of law in 
contemporary society?  
 

• What is the relationship between religious 
and theological accounts of sacrifice and the 
contemporary function of law?  
 

• What are the political, economic, and legal 
consequences of acknowledging the 
sacrificial dynamics of law? 
 

• Finally, to what extent is the law capable of 
reconfiguring its own sacrificial logic? 
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